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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

November has proved to be a challenging month for 

many, with the second lockdown in place. I hope 

you are all keeping well and reached out for 

friendship and support when it’s been needed. Well-

being and mental health continue to be a priority for 

children and staff. I hope you are making it a priority 

for yourselves, your families and friends too. 

A Kindness Calendar is a good resource to dip into 

when needed and reminds us to be kind to ourselves 

and others. Giving – doing things for yourself and 

others creates a happier and kinder world:  

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/calendars 

 
 

This month, we have enjoyed a whole school Maths 

Problem Solving Day, Cricket and Rugby sessions, 

and an Anti-bullying week. We also considered and 

reflected during Remembrance Week, holding our 

moment of worship and silence on the 11th day of the 

11th month. Please read on for further details and 

make sure you visit the school website to see the 

Latest News articles for all events that have taken 

place, as well as class stories and posts on Tapestry 

and ClassDojo.  
 

Assessments have been carried out over the last 

couple of weeks to gather how children are 

progressing with their learning. These assessments are 

carried out in a way that ensures all children have 

the opportunity to perform at their best. It allows us to 

review learning this term and prepare for learning 

going into the spring term. Class teachers will be in 

touch with any learning that would benefit from 

further practice at home or any difficulties your child 

may be having. 

 

We now step into the exciting time of Advent, where 

we countdown to our special festival of Christmas 

and all the joy and hope it brings. We appreciate 

that we will have to do things differently this year, but 

will make sure that the magic and wonder of the 

nativity story reaches and reminds us all of the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs P Cohen 

Headteacher 

November 2020 

St. Aldhelm’s news 

 

Term 2 

 

08.12.20 ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’ assembly 

 ‘Schools Against Waste’ workshops for 

Y1&2 and Y3&4 

11.12.20 National Christmas Jumper Day 

 Donations please for Save the Children 

and the Children’s Society 

14.12.20 Christmas Craft Week 

15.12.20 Virtual Christmas Nativity Performance 

 YR, Y1 & Y2 Christmas Lunch 

16.12.20 Y3 & Y4 Christmas Lunch 

17.12.20 Y5 & Y6 Christmas Lunch 

18.12.20 Class Christmas Parties 

 End of Term 2 

19th December – 3rd January ~ Christmas Holiday 
 

Term 3 

04.01.21 INSET DAY 

05.01.21 Back to school for children 

12.02.21 End of Term 3 

13th – 21st February ~ Half Term Break 

Term 4 

22.02.21 Back to school for children 

01.04.21 End of Term 4 

2nd – 18th April ~ Easter Holiday 

Term 5 

19.04.21 Back to school for children 

28.05.21 End of Term 5 

29th May – 6th June ~ Half Term Break 

Term 6 

07.06.21 Back to school for children 

25.06.21 INSET DAY 

23.07.21 End of Term 6 
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This year as part of our 

Remembrance Day all the children 

made their own clay poppies to 

create a school Art installation. 

The project was inspired by the public art installation 

at the Tower of London in 2014. More than 800,000 

ceramic poppies were planted at the Tower of 

London. They cascaded out of a window and into the 

Tower's dry moat. Each poppy represented one of the 

British and Colonial soldiers who died in World War 

One. The artwork was created by Paul Cummins but 

put together with the help of the stage designer Tom 

Piper. The children watched a video that explained 

the process the artist and his team followed to make 

the clay poppies and then had a go at making them 

themselves. 

The children learned how to get the air bubbles 

out of their clay and roll it out ready for cutting 

into a poppy shape. They had the option of using 

a template to help them follow the process of 

cutting out a poppy shape using clay tools. Older 

children could use this too or challenge 

themselves by making their own template. The 

children then had a go at making the poppies 3D. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poppies were left to dry and then painted 

black and red. The children then carried their 

poppies to our outdoor remembrance service. 

After our Remembrance Service, all the 

poppies were laid in a crucifix at our 

school entrance to create our very own 

St Aldhelm’s Art installation. We were very 

lucky that the sun was shining to 

showcase our wonderful work. 

We managed to come together as a 

whole school, in our bubbles, to hold 

our Remembrance Service. We 

gathered outside to show our 

respects, holding our clay poppies, 

whilst Mrs Cohen played the Last Post. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone across the school also had the 

opportunity to take part in a Zoom Virtual ‘Historic 

Workshop’ in the morning, where we could all 

learn more about World War One.  The workshop 

gave us the chance to learn all about the events 

which are said to have started the war, the allies 

involved, the repercussions for Germany following 

the end of the war, and also the importance of 

Armistice Day. 

Key Stage One then went on to use images of 

soldiers from the First World War and thought of 

very thoughtful questions to investigate. They were 

particularly interested in their uniform and how 

they earnt their medals. 

Key Stage Two took on more of a comparative approach, between the events 

throughout World War One and the recent pandemic. We realised that there are 

actually lots of comparisons. We had rich discussions about how we could not see 

our loved ones for some time, reminisced about the supermarket madness, and 

could see correlations to rationing. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Odd Socks Day 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

Monday 16
th

 – Friday 20
th

 November 2020 

A great opportunity for 

everybody to celebrate: 

During the week, each class focused on 

age appropriate elements of  

anti-bullying, including: 

-different types of bullying 

-what to do if we are feeling worried 

-how to be a good friend 

This month, we have welcomed 

Brenda Button onto our staff team. 

Mrs Button has joined Mrs Baker in 

taking care of school cleanliness. 

I’m sure you can appreciate the 

added responsibilities of ensuring 

we continue to comply to Covid 

guidance, but will be happy to 

hear our school is shining and 

gleaming! Thank you Mrs Baker 

and Mrs Button. We really do 

appreciate your hard work and 

the way you care about keeping 

our school so clean and tidy. 
Mrs 

Button 

Mrs 

Baker 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Each month, we look forward to introducing you to two of our school governors; to share a little bit 

about us, who we are and what we do. 

My name is Ali and I am a foundation governor at St Aldhelm’s School. 

One of my roles I carry out is the link governor for SEND provision in the 

school. This means that I meet up each term with Mrs Newman to discuss 

policies and how these work within the school to ensure that all children 

have the same opportunities to flourish during their time at school. 

Additionally to this, I am also on the pay and performance panel for the 

school. 

Some of you may recognise my dog in the photo, he is Odie the school 

reading dog. We attend school on a Monday afternoon when Odie (who is 

a Pets As Therapy assessed dog) listens to some of the children reading to 

him. 

Outside of these commitments, the animal theme continues! I work as a 

vet nurse at the University of Bristol Vet School. Here I lead a team of vet nurses working in the surgical 

theatre department as well as training and lecturing to undergraduate vets and vet nurses. In my spare 

time I can normally be found exploring the countryside around Doulting with Odie and my family or out 

in my garden, always accompanied by one or two of my ex battery chickens! 

Ali Mann 

Foundation Governor 

I have been a Parent Governor with St Aldhelm’s for just over a year and 

am part of the Finance Committee and Communications Committee. I am 

the monitoring governor for the Creative Arts and Foundation Subjects, 

which enables me to gain a greater insight into how these fundamental 

parts of the curriculum are supported across the school on behalf of the 

Governing Board. My daughter is currently in Year 1, with two older 

children having previously attended St Aldhelm’s, so I have seen many 

changes throughout the last ten years, but always been impressed by the 

great environment provided and dedication of all at the school. 

Outside of school commitments, I enjoy travel, walking and cooking. I work 

as part of the leadership team for a Health and Social Care staffing partner following a career supporting 

vulnerable adults with their daily lives. We are all acutely aware of how this last year has affected 

everyone, and being on the front-line of support through the challenges faced in supporting others has 

given me a unique perspective of when organisations are ‘getting it right’ in these difficult times. This 

perspective means I can honestly say that I can recognise the commitment to continuing learning and 

providing ‘normality’ from all at St Aldhelm’s is over and above in all areas and am privileged to be part 

of the Governing Board. 

Liam Dutton 

Parent Governor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


