
How to support your child at home with reading. 

 

Choice of text 

With children becoming more fluent readers and accessing a wider range of texts, it is important to 

ensure that these are of a high quality. All children will have the opportunity to choose texts from 

the school reading areas. Please also consider the library too. Children will discuss what they are 

reading, why this is of interest to them and will be offered recommendations that will suit their 

individual needs. Although children may prefer to read independently, it is important that this is 

also still included in their reading record so that it is clear reading at home is taking place. 

 

What can I ask my child about their book? 

At school we use VIPERS reading skills to answer questions about texts and therefore children are 

familiar with the word each letter is abbreviating (V = Vocabulary). Please use a variety of these 

sentence stems to ask your child questions when they read, whether that be to you or when they 

read independently. The sentence stems can be found in your child’s reading record too.  

 

Top tips for reluctant readers 

- Read about something you’re interested in – for example, reading a comic alongside a book. 

- Make reading part of a routine – whether it be in the car on the way to school, after school, 

or before bed. 

- Make books fun – pop into book shops and see what catches your eye or do some 

comparison detective work comparing your favourite film to the book. Which do you prefer 

and why? 

- Share the reading – parents could read one page or chapter, and then alternate. 

- Audio books are books too!       

- Newspapers are fine too! 



Reading for pleasure 

Great websites for recommendations that are age appropriate:  

 

- Best Books for Year 4 | Ages 8-9 | The Reader Teacher strongly recommend this for reviewed 

books for all children. There is also a great section on ‘reluctant reader’ books too and is 

regularly updated to keep current. 

- Books for Year 4 children aged 8-9 | School Reading List – regularly updated and great 

reviews. 

- Books for Year 5 children aged 9-10 | School Reading List - regularly updated and great 

reviews 

 

Please also refer to the ‘reading underground maps’ to see what your child may enjoy based on 

what they have read so far… Good readers, are often good spellers too. 

 

Best ways to promote reading for pleasure-  

 

- Read at home and let your child see you reading!  

- Make sure books are out at home! 

- Have a dedicated ‘reading space’ like a comfy chair, or a reading light in a quiet place. 

- Make the library a weekend trip! 

- Encourage your child to engage with authors outside of school- write emails, letters or 

thank you notes to authors together. 

 

 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/year4
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-4-pupils-ks2-age-8-9/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/suggested-reading-list-for-year-5-pupils-ks2-age-9-10/


How to support your child with spelling 

Children complete their spellings at school through Spelling Shed. They have a list set via Spelling 

Shed each week and may have additional individualized lists added if spelling is noticed as an 

area of more tailored support. 

 

Top strategies taught in school to do at home too:  

- Children in Year 4 and Year 5 are never too old to sound out!  

- Syllabification – chunk up the word into syllables. 

- Mnemonics- such as ‘big elephants can always understand small elephants’ 

- Analogy- recognising similar words with the same sound ‘park’, ‘dark’, ‘mark’ 

- Get creative- Paint your spelling words,  write them in playdough, use gel pens, write on 

windows (with the correct pens!) … if it is fun, it will be less of a barrier to do. 

- Games - scrabble, wordsearches, bananagrams, crosswords, hangman  

- Spelling Bee- race your parents/ grandparents for some added competition. 

 



 

The statutory spelling lists: 

Year 3 and Year 4. In Year 3 children needed to be able to read these words, in Year 4, they need to 

know how to spell them too. 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 and Year 6. In Year 5 children needed to be able to read these words, in Year 6, they need to 

know how to spell them too. 

  

Other ideas for ways to practice: 

 



How to support your child with maths 

At school we will continue to use TT Rockstars which can be accessed at home at  

https://ttrockstars.com/.  Children in Year 4 and Year 5 are expected to know their log in and 

password. 

Additional Useful Websites:  

- Top Marks: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3  

- I mainly recommend: Hit the button (for times table practice, number bonds, doubling and 

halving) 

- Maths Frame: https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/category/22/most-popular  

- Guardians of Mathematica- BBC Bitesize. 

 

Other ways to support your child with times tables 

Learning through dancing/ singing/memorable sayings:  

- BBC Supermovers- https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers  

- YouTube also has a variety of times table songs done to current pop songs which may 

appeal to some children 

- Practical activities at home work well. “I ate 7 smarties every day for 6 days. How many 

did I eat all together?” 

The tables to learn 

 

https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=3
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/category/22/most-popular
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers


Multiplication Grid that can be used in a variety of ways: 

 

Mental Maths to practice at home Y4: 

• Addition and subtraction of multiples of 10 (e.g. 70 + 30 = 100, 50 + 60 = 110, 

• Addition and subtraction of multiples of 100 where the answer is 1,000 or less (e.g. 300 + 

400 = 700, 400 + 600 = 1,000); 

• Double and halves of multiples up to 100 (e.g. double 60 = 120, half 50 = 25); 

• Multiplying two-digit numbers by 10 (e.g. 24 x 10 = 240); 

• Half any even number to 100 (e.g. half of 22 = 11); 

• Multiply two and three-digit number by 10 and 100 (e.g. 24 x 100 = 2,400) 

• Mental Maths to practice at home Y5: 

• Add and subtract multiples of 10 (e.g. 70 + 30 = 100, 50 + 60 = 110, 

• Add and subtract multiples of 100 (e.g. 400 + 600 = 1,000, 800 + 500 = 1,300); 

• Add and subtract multiples of 1000 (e.g. 3000 + 4000 = 7000); 

• Double and halves of multiples of 10 to 100 (e.g. double 60 = 120, half 50 = 25); 

• Quadruples (x4) of all numbers to 10 (e.g. 6 x 4 = 24); 

• Multiplying two-digit number by 10. (e.g. 24 x 10 = 240); 

• Halves of any number to 100 (e.g. half of 22 = 11, half of 51 = 25.5); 

• Multiplying and dividing any number by 10 and 100 (e.g. 24 x 100 = 2,400, 45 ÷ 100 = 

0.45, 3.4 x 10 = 34); 

• Squares of all number up to 12; 

• And cubes of 2,3,4 and 5 



YEAR 4 MULTIPLICATION CHECK  - This will take part between Monday  5th June and Friday 16TH June

 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-

parents 

How are we going to prepare the children?  

 

Alongside support from home, Year 4 children will have the opportunity to use the chrome books to 

practice their times tables in the format of the government test. They may be:   

- Practicing the times tables they find the trickiest as a whole class 

- Practicing answering questions within the time allocation 

- Fixing understanding surrounding common misconceptions  

- Playing games related to tables and learning songs related to tables 

- Practicing their supermover routines for confidence  

- Completing times tables booklets twice a day as a whole class  

- Regular ‘officially unofficial’ practices ran through TTRS to see how children are doing 

personally, locally and nationally.  

Practice website that mirrors the exact format : 

- https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check  

-  

More information for parents here:  

Information for parents: multiplication tables check (publishing.service.gov.uk)  

Times Table Check: Explained For Teachers & Parents (thirdspacelearning.com)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiplication-tables-check-information-for-parents
https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1116420/2023_Information_for_parents_Multiplication_tables_check_Nov_22_PDFA.pdf
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/times-tables-test-parents-guide/#:~:text=The%20Multiplication%20Tables%20Check%202023%20is%20set%20to,most%20frequently%20asked%20questions%20by%20teachers%20and%20parents.

